Chapter 5
OFFENCES AGAINST THE  FAMILY
In spite of the enormous changes which the family has un-
dergone within the past hundred years, in its functions as well
as in social esteem, theoretically at least it is still regarded as
one of the fundamental values of our civilization. How far is
it desirable that it should be protected by the means at the
disposal of the criminal law, and is the protection which it
actually receives adequate to enable the family to play its proper
part in communal life ? It is obvious that, generally speaking,
only the external structure and the material basis, not the
spiritual side of family life, can be safeguarded by penalties.
As a consequence, the defensive wall built around the family by
the criminal law of most countries consists of four provisions only,
dealing with bigamy, adultery, incest, and neglect to support.
We are not here concerned with the much more numerous penal
provisions for the protection of children, as most of them are
equally applicable outside the family circle.
A.   BIGAMY.
With the exception of Mohammedan countries and, it seems,
of Russia, bigamy is a crime everywhere. It is sometimes com-
mitted for gain or as a reaction against the narrowness of the
divorce laws. As a mass phenomenon, however, it is a crime
that grows whenever family life becomes disrupted through
prolonged physical separation of husband and wife, particularly
in times of war.1 Apart from certain technical difficulties, mainly
relating to the question of guilt,2 the foremost task for the future
will be the administrative pne of how to devise some better
methods to prevent the offence being committed. In some
countries, especially in democracies with a strong dislike of
anything that, however faintly, smells of state control and inter-
ference with individual liberties, it has been made much too
easy for married persons to commit bigamy. This is one of the
reasons why, in marked contrast to other offences of a sexual
or semi-sexual character, the numbers of convictions for bigamy
1 On the position in the last war, see the author's War and Crime (1941), pp. 101
et seq. Although the corresponding figures for the present war have not yet been
published, it seems safe to say that the increase is at least as considerable,
8 See Kenny, Outlines of Criminal Law, Chapter XX,
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